Dear Parents/ Carers
This leaflet has been designed to highlight the changes to how
schools assess pupils learning of the new primary curriculum which
came in to force this September 2014.
With regard to assessment, previously schools had to use a standard
system of assessing and reporting pupil's attainment but this has
been abolished for every year group other than Year 2 and Year 6 this
year. Consequently, for Year groups 1, 3, 4, and 5 National Curriculum
Levels e.g. Level 2, Level 4b no longer exist. There has been no
nationally agreed new system of assessment therefore all schools are
able to choose their own arrangements, although they are still
expected to track progress and attainment and report to parents.
We have fully researched alternative ways of tracking pupil progress
and attainment and have chosen to follow the NAHT & STAT
proposals that were commissioned by the government.
All year groups, other than Year 2 and Year 6 this year, will be
measured against the new curriculum ‘programmes of study’. We
have divided each year group’s programme of study into learning
steps; there are 3 steps for each chronological year. Each of the 3
steps within one curriculum year can be thought of as a band
described as Entering, Developing and Secure.
Entering
Developing
Secure

working at the level of a specific year/phase with a lot
of support to do so
working at the level of a specific year/phase with some
support
working at the level of a specific year/phase with very
little support

A guide for parents on the new
assessment procedures for
2014-2015

Pupils can be assessed as being on any step
at any time regardless of their actual age.
Over a period of one year a typical pupil
would therefore take 3 steps forward. Some
skills within a subject are hierarchical. If they
are not embedded, pupils will find it difficult
to understand similar aspects at a later
stage. This is why some of the statements
within the programmes of study have been
underscored; they are considered as
essential aspects for pupils to understand if
the final step (secure) is to be awarded.
These essential statements are called Key
Performance Indicators (from hereon in
referred to as KPIs).
Children in Year 6 and Year 2 in the year
2014/2015 will continue to study and be
tested on the old primary curriculum in
Maths, English and Science. They will sit
SATs in May 2015 based on these old
programmes of study, and will be awarded a
level, e.g. 4b. All other subjects such as
Geography and Computing will follow the
new curriculum.
The government has informed schools that
from May 2016, a new end of key stage
(Year 2 and Year 6) assessment procedure
based on the new curriculum will be
implemented. We will of course provide you
with the details of these new style tests
when they become available.
Jo Newman Headteacher

