
Math Workshop 

 



What is the purpose of Math's in 
Reception?  

“Children must be supported in developing their 
understanding of Problem Solving, Reasoning and 
Numeracy in a broad range of contexts in which 
they can explore, enjoy, learn, practise and talk  

about their developing understanding. They must be 
provided with opportunities to practise and extend 

their skills in these areas and  
to gain confidence and competence in their use.” 

                                                                                          
EYFS 2008 



What should a child know in Math's when in 
Reception? 



What is the child expected to know in Math's 
by the end of Reception?  



What experiences we 
provide at school so 
the children develop 

these skills? 



























Steven put bun cases in each section  
of a 12 tray, he put a small lump of 
dough in each-systematically and 
added a candle to each.

Katy said to her friend, who was trying 
to fit a big lump of dough into the bun 
tray section, “It doesn’t fit in there it’s 
too big, make it little.” She then filled 
each section with dough and added a 
candle or holder in each. She sang 
“Happy birthday” and said “I’m gonna 
eat that pink one and Chloes gonna 
eat that blue one.” She then got a pen 
and plain card and drew 3 marks on it 
for herself.

Birthday cakes  

 – an observation



Heidi said “I’ve got 2 little 
wheels” 

Using the drill to fix to the side 
of a play box. She then found 
a wheel hub and took it to 
show an adult saying, ”This is 
a big one.” She investigated 
other car parts saying “This is 
heavy”.

Lesley had just looked in the 
phone book. She then picked up 
the phone and held it out to her 
friend saying “It’s your number. “

Garage role play



Goldilocks and the 3 bears-size, concept of 
3 

Role play area set up with 3 different sized beds, chairs, bowls and spoons



“I want to be Daddy bear 
‘cos I like being big.” said 
Bart.” 
“I’m Mummy bear. She’s 
medium.” said Jessie.

Angela tried to put the large 
bowl into the microwave. “This 
bowl won’t fit ‘cos it’s too big. 

Goldilocks and the 3 bears



Maths games to play at  
home…



Number formation


