


WHY IS READING
IMPORTANT? 

 Evidence suggests that 
children who read for 
enjoyment every day do 
not only perform better 
in reading tests than 
those who don’t, but also 
develop a broader 
vocabulary, increased 
general knowledge and a 
better understanding of 
other cultures. 

I will defend the 
importance of 

bedtime stories 
till my last gasp. 

What difference can I make 
as a parent? 

Parents are by far the most important
educators in a child’s life and its never too
young for a child to start reading. Even if it
is for a few minutes every night. 

Before they are born babies learn to
recognise their parents voice. Reading to
your baby gives them comfort of your voice
and increases their exposure to language. 



NOT ALL CHILDREN WILL
LEARN AT THE SAME RATE! 

 Your child should be supported whatever their rate 
of learning. 

 It may take time for some children to pick up the 
sounds than others but they will get there.

 There is a very close link between difficulty with 
phonics and hearing so, if your child is making 
progress more slowly than might be expected, it 
would be worth having their hearing checked. 



WHAT IS PHONICS? 
Phonics is a way of teaching children to
read quickly and skilfully. They are taught
how to:
 Recognise the sounds that each individual 

letter makes. E.g. s, a, t, p 
 Identify the sounds that different 

combinations of letters make . E.g. ai, ee, er
 Blend the sounds together from left to 

right to make the right word. E.g. sat, chick, 
ship 



In school, we follow the Letters and Sounds 

programme. Letters and Sounds is a phonics 

resource published by the Department for Education 

and Skills which consists of six phases. We use the 

Ruth Miskin program for only letter formation. 

Every half term we complete a phonics 

assessment before moving onto new 

sounds



HASE
There are 7 aspects with 3 strands.

A1 – Environmental

A2 – Instrumental sounds

A3 – Body Percussion

A4 – Rhythm and rhyme

A5 – Alliteration

A6 – Voice sounds

A7 – Oral blending and segmenting.



PHASE 1 ACTIVITIES TO DO
AT HOME

 Sound hunt- What sounds can you hear on the 
way home? 

 Matching animals to the correct sounds. 
 Making instruments and identifying what sounds 

they are making. E.g. using a pot and spoon – can 
you make a loud/ quiet sound? 

 Find real objects around your home that have 
three phonemes (sounds) and practise ‘sound 
talk’. First, just let them listen, then see if they 
will join in, for example, saying: ‘I spy a p-e-g –
peg’, ‘Where’s your other s-o-ck – sock?’ ‘Simon 
says – touch your ch-i-n.’ 



HASE



PHASE 2 – THEY NEED TO HEAR & SAY THE LETTER SOUNDS
AND THEN RECOGNISE. WE USE JOLLY PHONICS TO HELP THEM

REMEMBER THE LETTER SOUNDS

Set 1: s, a, t, p
Set 2: i, n, m, d
Set 3: g, o, c, k
Set 4: ck, e, u, r
Set 5: h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss



WHAT IS A PHONEME? 
Sound of the letter 
Approx 44 phonemes in English. 

WHAT IS A GRAPHEME?
Letters which represent the 
phonemes 
What it looks like 



HAT IS A DIGRAPH
Two letters which make one sound. 
Consonant digraphs contain 2 
consonants. ck, ff, sh, ch
Vowel digraphs – contain at least 1 
vowel. ea, ie, ir, oy



ENUNCIATION
Phonics should be articulated clearly and

precisely.
On you tube search for:
Articulation of phonemes – sound

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW
_v-1s



LETTER FORMATION
Once they can hear & say the letter sounds

and recognise the grapheme your child
needs to practise forming the letters
correctly.



EGMENTING
 Breaking down words for spelling.
 Fingers are for spelling! Freddy fingers! 



EGMENTING



LENDING
Building words means merging the 

letters in order to pronounce a word.



LENDING



PHASE 2 – HOW WE TEACH
PHASE 2 

 Demonstrate a lesson



PHASE 2 ACTIVITIES TO DO
AT HOME

 'What is in the box?'

You will need: A box, several items each beginning with a different sound,

corresponding letter cards. This game emphasis on recognising the sounds

the letters make. Ask your child to choose an object from the box, to think

what its first sound is and then to match the object with the relevant card.

 Sand Tray or Finger Paints

Children enjoy writing letters with their fingers in a tray of sand or with

finger paints. These ways provide good opportunities to teach correct letter

formation.

 Odd-one Out

Say a number of words, all but one of which begin with the same sound. See

if your child can pick out the odd one. It can be helpful to have the

corresponding objects there for the child to look at.

 I-Spy

For small children the usual way of playing that starts 'I spy with my little

eye something that begins with ....' can be too difficult. You can make this

easier by providing a clue. 'I spy with my little eye something that barks and

begins with d'.



PHASE 2 ACTIVITIES TO DO
AT HOME

 Magnetic letters

See if your child can use magnetic letters to make the words for objects or

pictures. Ensure the words have the sounds they have learnt – e.g- cat, tin

 Sounds Scrapbook

Write a letter at the top of each page of a scrapbook. Concentrating on a few

letters at a time collect pictures of objects that begin with those letters. Do not

use as examples words where the first sound does not make its normal sound

such as in giraffe, ship, cheese, thumb. Stick the pictures on the appropriate

pages. 

 Phonic websites 

http://www.mrthorne.com/

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/alphablocks/

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/wordsandpictures/cvc/

http://www.ictgames.com/literacy.html

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Djz82FBYiug



TRICKY WORDS
 Your child will be given word packs to take home. These words cannot be sounded out.

They need to be learnt by rote. Tell the children to use their imaginary camera to take a
photo of the word. They need plenty of practise learning the words as they come up
frequently in books.



HASE
Set 6: j, v, w, x
Set 7: y, z, zz, qu
Consonant digraphs: ch, sh, th, 
ng
Vowel digraphs: ai, ee,, oa, oo, 
ar, or, ur, ow, oi,
Trigraphs- igh, ear, air, ure, er



HASE
This phase consolidates 
what the children have 
learnt in the previous 
phases.



HASE
Children will be taught new 
graphemes and alternative 
pronunciations for these 
graphemes.
Vowel digraphs: wh, ph, ay, ou, ie, 
ea, oy, ir, ue, aw, ew, oe, au
 Split digraphs: a_e, e_e, i_e, 
o_e, u_e



HASE
The focus is on learning spelling 
rules for suffixes.

-s   -es -ing -ed
-er -est -y -en
-ful -ly -ment -ness



EADER SCHEME
 From next week your child will come home will start reading 1:1 with their teacher. 
 First week: All children will start on Lilac level. We will begin with looking at illustration books to promote 

talk and also identify what level they are at in their reading. Remember all children learn at their own pace! 
 Once we have identified the levels the children are on within phase 2 phonics the children will then move 

onto pink books. Within each colour band there are three levels. For example pink band – Level 1, 2, 3.
 A child cannot move onto another level until they have been benchmarked using the benchmark books. For 

example, a child cannot move onto red until they have been assessed on the pink benchmark book. 
 Once the children are on Pink Level 1 books, they will be given tricky word packs to take home.
 Your child will have a set day for when they will read. Please see attached sheets.  
 On their assigned day, we will listen to your child read and change their reading book  IF they have read the 

book confidently and IF you have written a note in their planners showing you have heard them read at 
home. 

 We will identify next step activities which you can do at home with your child. 
 We cannot change your child’s books unless you have written in their planner. 
 Your child needs to bring their book bags everyday to school. This includes their reading book and planners. 



IMPORTANCE OF READING A
RANGE OF BOOKS

 Library Day on THURSDAY We encourage parents to come into the 
classroom and choose a book with your child after school. We will not hear 
them read this book as it is a book for you to share with your child. Please try 
to encourage your child to look at their book and listen to them read to 
promote their interest in reading books. 

 Library 

Visiting the library

Trip to the library -

Types of questions to ask your child about their books: Who is in the

story? What is happening in the illustration? What can you see? How do you

think ‘X’ feels? Where is the title? What do you think the story might be about?

Why do you think..? What do you think might happen next? 




