
Key words and phrases: Reading assessment focus: 2B 

LO: I can retrieve and record 
information from a fiction and 

non- fiction and text. 

Sir Ernest Shackleton

 Copyright 2017 

1) Who was the first explorer to arrive in the South Pole  (1 mark)

    barren endurance expedition frigid meteorologist

4) According to the text, what drew Shackleton to Polar exploration... (1 mark)

He was very 
ambitious and 

wanted a challenge. 

He was adventurous 
by nature and wanted 

to see the world. 

He wanted to be the 
first person to reach 

the South Pole. 

He had a keen interest in 
science and wanted to 

investigate the South Pole. 

6) What were the names of the two ships Shackleton used to reach the Antarctic? (1
mark)

3) What hardships did the explorers face on the journey to the Antarctic? Find three 
examples.(3 marks)

5) What were the actual original goals of the Nimrad expeditions? (1 mark)

Biological Scientific Geological Meteorological

Year Event 
Shackleton tries reaching the South Pole on his own expedition.  

1922

Shackleton joins the British Navy. 

Shackleton departs from Buenos Aires Argentina. 

1921

2) Add the missing information to match the events in Shackleton’s life. (2 marks)

1.

2.

3.
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Key words and phrases: 

Sir Ernest Shackleton

    barren endurance expedition frigid meteorologist

Reading assessment focus: 2DD 

LO: I can explain and justify 
inferences using evidence 

from the text.    

a) Why do you think Shackleton wrote this in his recruitment poster? (1 mark)

b) What do these statements tell us about Shackleton’s character? (1 mark)

1) Small wages.Bitter cold. Long months of complete darkness. Constant danger.
Safe return doubtful.

2) Barren, frigid Antarctic.

What do the words barren and frigid tells us about the Antarctic? (2 marks)

3) Sir Ernest Shackleton was a very determined to get the South Pole. Give two
pieces of evidence that show this. (2  marks)

4) Based on the information in the passage, it can be understood that Shackleton’s
expeditions were... (1 mark)

successful foolish heroic unfortunate 

5) Give two ways the text is written like a biography. (2 marks)

1.

2.



Key words and phrases: 

Sir Ernest Shackleton

    barren endurance expedition frigid meteorologist

Reading assessment focus: 2A 

LO: I can explain the 
meaning of words in context.   

1) Look at the paragraph beginning: By 1908, however, Shackleton...
Find and copy a word that tells us that Shackleton’s food supplies were diminishing 
(1 mark)

_ 

2) It is said that Shackleton posted the following notice …

Draw a line to show the phrase that is closest in meaning to it is said that. (1 mark)

It is hoped that 

It is said that 

It is certain that 

It is believed that 

It is not that 

3) The crew officially dispersed in October 1916...

Which word most closely matches the meaning of the word dispersed? (1 mark)

T                                                  Tick one   

    distributed  

  disseminated 

     vanished 

    separated 

4) Look at the paragraph starting: The crew officially dispersed in...
Find and copy a word that means the same as difficult. (1 mark)

5) Look at the paragraph starting: In 1921, Shackleton led his...

Find and copy a word that means the same as crucial. (1 mark)
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