
Say how you have worked
things out.

 I know you were
playing in the garden
because it’s raining
and your feet are wet.

Explain yourself

Talk about what new 
words mean and sound
like.

 It’s a sort of...
You find it...
It’s got...
It begins with...

Give details

Make links between 
words and ideas clear. 

emotion

feeling

cross

angry

Make links

What’s it all about?What’s it all about?

Say what you want, not
what you don’t want.

Be positive

Don’t bang 
your cup!



Put your
cup down. 

Use easy words and short
sentences.

Put your shoes on...
Get your coat.

Before you get
your coat, put
your shoes on. 

Keep it simple

Give your child time to
think and respond.

 Pick up
your socks...

 ...and your
shoes.

Slow down

Take it easy! Take it easy! 

Use new words in lots of
different sentences to
help learning.

Repeat

Look, a lighthouse.

A lighthouse shows
that there are rocks.

Play with sounds and 
rhymes.

cat, mat,
sat... 

bat!

Develop listening

Use pictures, photos and
demonstration.

Show as you tell

Look, listen & learnLook, listen & learn
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