
The oceans are vast and complex ecosystems that support a lot of life with
very different needs from one another. One way that oceans support such a
variety of species is through the different ocean layers. 
 

As you move from the very surface of the ocean to deeper underwater, the
environment and conditions gradually begin to change. These changes mean
that different creatures, adapted to different conditions and ways of life, will
exist in different depths of the ocean. 
 

In this activity, you’ll learn more about the oceans layers and what different
kind of creatures survive there.
 
1)  First, get a blank piece of paper and place it in portrait orientation (so that
the shortest edges of the paper are at the top and the bottom). Draw some
horizontal lines on your piece of paper to split it into five equal sections, to
represent the five different depths of the oceans. 

ACTIVITY 1: 
WHAT LIVES IN DIFFERENT
LAYERS OF THE OCEAN?

WHAT YOU'LL NEED:
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Colouring pens or pencils
Paper



Epipelagic Zone (Sunlight Zone)

Mesopelagic Zone (Twilight Zone)

Bathypelagic Zone (Midnight Zone)

Abyssopelagic Zone (Abyss)

Hadalpelagic Zone (The Trenches)

2)  On your piece of paper, label the sections of your paper, in order, with the
name of the different depths :
 

 

 

 

 

 
3)  Once you have labelled each of the layers, begin finding out more about
the layers, including what the depth is in metres, what the conditions are like
(e.g. temperature, light, oxygen) and what different animals and plants can
survive there. You can find tonnes of weird and wonderful creatures living in
the depths of the oceans…

STAY IN TOUCH: We would love to see what you've got up to
on your Wild Days adventures. Send us

pictures, stories and videos on social media
using the #WildDays

 

@Earthwatch_Eur
 
@earthwatcheurope
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FUN FACT:
This animal is called the blobfish, and it has been
voted the ugliest animal in the world! Blobfish live
off the coasts of Australia and New Zealand, around
600 to 1,200m deep. 

This depth is actually the reason that the blobfish looks so squishy when it is
on land - where it lives, the pressure is up to 120 times the pressure we feel at
the surface, which pushes the blobfish in on all sides. When it is in its natural
environment the blobfish looks like any other fish! 
 


