
Edward the Confessor (Anglo Saxon King) 
Edward the Confessor was king of England for 24 years. He earned his nickname because of his religious 
devotion and was later made a saint. His death in 1066 led to the Norman Conquest of England.  
 
Early Life 
Edward was the son of King Ethelred II and Emma, the daughter of the duke of Normandy. Normandy is now a 
region in France. When Edward was growing up, England came under attack from the Danes (Vikings). When the 
Danes (Vikings) invaded in 1013 Edward and his family escaped to Normandy. Edward returned the following 
year and helped to put Ethelred II back in power. Ethelred died in 1016, however, and the Danes (Vikings) 
again took control of England. Edward lived in exile (hiding) in Normandy until 1041. Edward’s mother, Emma, had 
another son, named Hardecanute, with the Danish (Viking) king Canute. Hardecanute became king of England in 
1040 and named Edward as his successor. In 1041 Edward returned to his half-brother’s court in London. When 
Hardecanute died the following year, Edward became king. 
 
King of England 
For the first 11 years of Edward’s reign as King, the real ruler of England 
was Godwine, the Earl of Wessex. Edward married Godwine’s daughter, Edith, 
in 1045, but four years later the two men argued. Edward separated from 
his wife and her family in 1051. Edward was not popular among the other 
powerful men in England because he had given many Normans important jobs 
in government. The Godwine family gained support from the people who were 
unhappy with Edward. In 1052 they forced Edward to give back their lands 
and to take Edith back as his wife. Godwine died in 1053 and his son, Harold, 
took over as the most powerful man in England. Together Harold and Edward 
conquered Wales (1063) and Northumbria (1065). 
 
The Succession Question 
Edward had no children, and he may have promised the throne to William, the duke of Normandy, when he died. 
However, on his deathbed in 1066 Edward apparently changed his mind. Instead he named Harold as his 
successor. When Edward died on January 5, 1066, William invaded England and fought Harold for the throne. 
Harold died in the Battle of Hastings, and William became King William I. This became known as the Norman 
Conquest of England. 

 
A scene from the Bayeux Tapstry:  
Edward the Confessor with Duke William of Normandy,  
later William I of England. 
 


