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or complementary?

The land of Israel had been attacked and invaded since its creation. From 63 BCE, the Romans were the occupying power. The Jewish people hoped for a saviour, a messiah, who would vanquish their enemies and restore them to their homeland to live in peace under their own laws. Expectations were high at the time of Jesus, who was himself Jewish. The Messiah was widely expected to be a prophet who would re-establish the line of King David on the throne in Jerusalem, site of the Temple of God, drawing all nations to God. As the extraordinary events of his life unfolded, Jesus’ followers started to think he could be the Messiah. When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey on Palm Sunday, there was much excitement at the possible arrival of a king! 
• The early Christians found their Messiah in Jesus, who was not an earthly king or a warrior but a man of peace; more amazing still, Jesus was someone whose life, words and deeds made people believe that he was God in the flesh, and the culmination of God’s plan of salvation. Gospel and Prophecy Texts 
• The Old Testament talks about a ‘rescuer’ or ‘anointed one’ — a messiah. Some texts talk about what this ‘messiah’ would be like. 
• Christians believe that Jesus fulfilled these expectations, and that he is the Messiah. (Jewish people do not think Jesus is the Messiah.) 
Key Bible Texts 
• Matthew 1:18-24 and 2:1-12 (Evidence that Jesus was the Messiah) • Matthew 21:1-9 (Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem) • Matthew 17:1-13 or Luke 9:28-36 (The Transfiguration)
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				Christian beliefs about Jesus • Christians believe Jesus is God in the flesh and see him as their Saviour. • They believe that his birth, life, death and resurrection were part of a longer plan by God to restore the relationship between humans and God. 
• For Christians the fact that God, as Jesus, walked the earth and lived with humans, offers an incredible vision of Salvation. To Christians it means that there is a chance of a relationship with God.


	Incarnation of God
End point:
To write and present a sermon that discusses if and why/why not Jesus was the Messiah.
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A special, chosen one. The
consecration (making or
declaring sacred) of a king.

Anointed

Key Vocabulary and Definitions

Palm Sunduy Commemorates Jesus’ entry into
Jerusalem and is the start of Holy
Week. The Sunday before Easter
Sunday.

Christmas
as the birth of Jesus. Date

than a known date.

Celebrated annually by Christians

chosen by the churches, rather

Prophecy The prediction of future events.

The record of Jesus’ life and
teachings told in the first four
books of the New Testament.

Rescuer Person who saves someone from
a dangerous or difficult situation.

Holy city for Christians in the
Middle East. Jesus ministered
and was crucified there.

Jerusalem

The act of saving or being saved.

Group originating from the
Israelites and Hebrews. Jesus
was a Jew.

Saviour One who delivers from danger. A
rescuer.

A Saviour. One who frees
oppressed people.

Messiah

Complete change of form or
appearance into a more beautiful
or spiritual state.

Transfiguration
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