
Keyword Meaning 

Industrial Rev-

olution 

Change and growth meaning that 

things didn’t have to just be done 

by hand but by machines. Life 

was made easier by lots of new 

inventions– the railway, tele-

phones etc. 

Workhouses A building where very poor peo-

ple used to work in exchange for 

Gruel A thin liquid food, very watery 

porridge. 

Shilling A coin used in Britain which was 

worth around 12p. It was around 

until 1990.  

Reign The time that a King or Queen 

rules for.  

 Chimney 

Sweep 

A person who cleans the soot out 

of the chimneys.  

• Queen Victoria was crowned Queen in 

1838. She was Queen until 1901. The next 

King was Edward VII,  then George V,  then 

Edward VIII, then George VI until our 

Queen now. 

• Queen Elizabeth II was crowned in 1953. 

She is the longest reigning English monarch 

(King or Queen) in history.  

• Victorian schools were very different to 

our school today– they were much stricter. 

The cane was used as a punishment. At 

first only rich people could go to school. 

• Queen Victoria was married to Prince Al-

bert 

• Lots of important things were invented in 

the Victorian times for example; the under-

ground railway, electric lights, the tele-

phone, the bicycle, a gas engine, moving 

pictures, xrays and antiseptic. 

• Life in Victorian times was different for 

people depending on your class– how 

much money you had.  
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